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NATURE OF THE THAMES - SPECIES QUIZ​
A companion quiz for the Nature of the Thames mural​

Quiz master / artist: Vickie Amiralis​
​

ROUND 1​
BIRDS 

1.​ Which bird dives underwater to catch fish and has a long, thin neck — often seen 
drying its wings on the riverbank?​
A: ______________​
 

2.​ I am a beautiful blue-and-orange bird that darts low over the water. What am I?​
A: ______________​
 

3.​ Which bird builds mud nests under bridges and flies in and out fast in summer?​
A: ______________​
 

4.​ Which large bird of prey with a forked tail can be seen gliding high over the 
Thames valley? Clue. They sometimes try to steal your lunch!​
A: ______________​
 

5.​ Which bird makes a loud "coot-coot" call and has a white beak and forehead?​
A: ______________​
 

6.​ I like to ride low in the water, with a chestnut head and a fancy crest - what am I?​
A: ______________ 

ROUND 2​
AQUATIC 

1.​ Which brightly spotted fish is famous for leaping upstream to lay eggs?​
A: ______________​
 



2.​ A long, slippery fish that once travelled all the way from the Sargasso Sea. It can 
now be known to live in the Thames for most of their lives. What is it?​
A: ______________​
 

3.​ Which flat fish, named after a town in Kent, is often found near muddy river 
mouths?​
A: ______________​
 

4.​ This sleek animal with whiskers loves to play and fish in rivers — what is it?​
 A: ______________​
 

5.​ Which sea creature has a curly tail and swims upright? There are groups of them 
living in the outer tidal Thames and Thames estuary.​
A: ______________​
 

6.​ What large fish is known for hiding among reeds and ambushing prey with a 
sudden snap?​
A: ______________ 

ROUND 3​
FLOWERS 

1.​ Which plant with tall, brown, sausage-shaped spikes grows by the river?​
A: ______________​
 

2.​ This spring flower with purple and white checkerboard petals was once 
widespread across Britain but due to wetland habitat loss it’s now a rare sight in 
the wild but still thrives in a meadow along the Thames Path. Can you name it?​
A: ______________​
 

3.​ These floating plants have big round leaves and white or yellow flowers — what 
are they? The artist Monet liked to paint the ones near his studio in France.​
A: ______________​
 

4.​ Which plant smells fresh and grows near the edge of the water? Clue: People 
often use it for tea for cooling down.​
A: ______________​
 

5.​ What are the three different names given to the rare wetland perennial that is 
localised to the Thames Valley and is famous for being the county flower of 



Berkshire. A point for each name you know! ​
A: _______________________________________________ 

​
ROUND 4​

INSECTS & MINIBEASTS 

1.​ Which insect has brightly coloured wings that flutter near the riverbank?​
A: ______________​
 

2.​ A black-and-yellow insect making honey and helping pollinate flowers. What is it?​
A: ______________ ​
 

3.​ What bright red insect with black spots is often lucky to find?​
A: ______________​
 

4.​ Which, now rare, beetle has huge jaws like antlers and is one of Britain’s largest 
insects?​
A: ______________ ​
 

5.​ Which insect lives only one day as an adult and dances above the river in May?​
A: ______________ ​
 

6.​ Which butterfly shares its name with an animal with a shell on its back?​
A: ______________​
 

ROUND 5​
TREES 

1.​ An oak tree produces what type of nut? Clue; It is the Thames Path logo! ​
A: ______________​
 

2.​ What kind of seed spins as it falls, like a little helicopter?​
A: ______________​
 

3.​ Which tree produces shiny brown conkers inside prickly green cases?​
A: ______________​
 



4.​ What catkin-bearing tree often grows beside rivers and helps prevent erosion?​
A: ______________​
 

5.​ What type of tree did Pocahontas visit for advice and also features in the books 
about Mr. Toad's adventures? It has long, drooping green branches that can be 
seen hanging over the water.​
A: ______________​
 

ROUND 6​
MAMMALS & OTHER 

1.​ Which small, furry mammal builds burrows along riverbanks and squeaks when 
startled?​
 A: ______________​
 

2.​ This spiky garden visitor curls up in a ball when scared — what is it?​
A: ______________​
 

3.​ Which clever mammal has a bushy tail and is often seen in towns at night?​
A: ______________​
 

4.​ Which playful animal with flippers is spotted near the Thames estuary and is now 
often seen around Putney and Chiswick?​
A: ______________ ​
 

5.​ True or False: On rare occasions dolphins and sharks have been spotted by the 
Thames Estuary.​
A: ______________​
 

ROUND 7​
GEOGRAPHY 

1.​ How long is the Thames Path from Source to Sea?​
A: ______________​
 

2.​ If you look at the mural and look for where you live along the river, what animal 
do you live closest to?​
A: ______________​
 



3.​ Which is your favourite species in the mural?​
A: ______________​
 

4.​ Where does the Thames Path start and finish?​
A: ______________​
 

5.​ Can you spot any of the animals, birds, flowers and insects painted in this mural 
in real life along the river?​
A: ______________ 

If you have printed this quiz. Use the space below to draw a picture of something 
you have spotted on your adventure:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANSWERS 

ROUND 1: ​
1. Cormorant - 2. Kingfisher - 3. House Martin - 4. Red Kite - 5. Coot - 6. Great Crested 
Grebe​
Total:          / 6​
​
ROUND 2:​
1. Salmon - 2. European  Eel - 3. Dover Sole - 4. Otter - 5. Seahorse - 6. Pike​
Total:          / 6​
​
ROUND 3:​
1. Bulrush (Reedmace) - 2. Snake’s Head Fritillary - 3. Water Lilies - 4. Water Mint - 
5/6/7.The Loddon Lily, Leucojum aestivum and The Summer Snowflake.​
Total:          / 7​
​
ROUND 4: ​
1. Banded Demoiselle - 2. Bumblebee - 3. Ladybird - 4. Stag Beetle - 5. Mayfly - 6. 
Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly​
Total:          / 6 

ROUND 5:​
1. Acorn - 2. Sycamore seed - 3. Horse Chestnut -  4. Alder - 5. Weeping Willow - 6. 
Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly​
Total:          / 6​
​
ROUND 6:​
1. Water Vole - 2. Hedgehog - 3. Fox -  4. Seal - 5. True! ​
Total:          / 5​
​
ROUND 7: ​
1.  232 miles / 374km  - 2. Only you know!  - 3. Only you know!-  4. The source of the 
River Thames starts in a field in Trewsbury Mead, near Kemble, Gloucestershire. It 
originally finished at the Thames Barrier in Greenwich, but from January 2022 it now 
ends at the Woolwich Foot Tunnel, joining the King Charles III England Coast Path to 
make the only Source to Sea National Trail in England. - 5. Yes! Go explore to find out!​
Total:         / 5 

​
TOTAL SCORE:      __ / 36​
 


